[Renal transplantation, a centenary epic].
The year 2002 marks the centenary of the first attempts of renal transplantations. The steps of this great human enterprise are reminded, from the first animal experiments at the dawn of the century, the attempts of renal grafts in humans with animal and then human kidneys, to the present era during which renal transplantation has become the treatment of choice of chronic end-stage renal insufficiency.